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Troubled Transit is a welcome contribution to knowledge about the experiences
of asylum seekers in Indonesia while they wait for the opportunity to settle in
a third country. The Australian view that they are a people to be pitied and a
security concern motivated Antje Missbach to probe the asylum seekers’ tran-
sit in Indonesia. She finds this popular view as generally uninformed about
what life in transit is like. She works hard to give a balanced take of the
situation through the use of often conflicting perspectives from both asylum
seekers and policy-makers. Central arguments are that transit migration is a
time-intensive process and that asylum seekers’ lives are complicated in tran-
sit countries like Indonesia, which proscribe integration and where the inter-
national protection system does not provide durable alternatives for
resettlement.

Missbach reframes Indonesia’s asylum seekers as migrants in transit, who
have arrived in the country with the express purpose of moving on to another.
She argues that this intention is key because asylum seekers have become
‘stuck’ as the duration of their stay is sometimes much longer than planned
and the outcome of their entire journey uncertain. Integration is not a legal
option in Indonesia so settlement in a third country is the most sought after
solution to their predicament. In other words, the international protection
system is the ongoing method of choice for asylum seekers to extricate them-
selves from being stranded.

The positioning of transit migrants as recipients of services rather than
rights-holders in the Indonesian context is another useful contribution to
better understand the combination of policies required to respond appropri-
ately to their situation. Inter-governmental agencies, especially the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International
Organization for Migration (IOM), are tasked with the responsibility of pro-
viding transit migrants with all possible support, given the Indonesian con-
text, as part of an attempt to improve their economic and social standing.
Missbach observes that the assistance is a form of ‘semi-protection’ that
does indeed support transit migrants but also reaffirms the perception that
the group has no urgent need for legal rights.
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Another valuable contribution of Troubled Transit is its analysis of the nexus
between people smuggling and transit migration. Missbach presents some
powerful stories that reveal the reasons why many transit migrants to
Indonesia use the services of people smugglers. There is evidence that
people smugglers even encourage transit migrants to register their presence
with the UNHCR or the IOM. But it is clear also that the international pro-
tection system does little, if anything, to disrupt the people smuggling busi-
ness. Rather, the length of time it takes to process asylum claims and then
resettle approved applicants may, in fact, contribute to the people smuggling
business.

The uncertainty around official processes encourages transit migrants to
turn once more to the people smugglers; that and the opportunity to make
money also motivate some transit migrants to work as intermediaries for
people smugglers or even establish their own services. Missbach presents a
series of case studies about transit migrants turned people smuggler to iden-
tify factors that influence their decision-making process. An important con-
clusion is that the legal and political inadequacies of the Indonesian context
combined with uncertainty of the international protection regime make people
smuggling an attractive means to cope with being ‘stuck’ in a transit country.

Missbach offers a detailed case study of transit migration in one country to
academic debates on irregular migration. The concept is often linked with
illegal means for crossing borders, for example, in countries within the
European Union. Indeed, Indonesia’s transit migrants have in some way
broken immigration law and Troubled Transit acknowledges this. But without
focusing on their irregular migration status as part of an attempt to reinvig-
orate the concept as a tool of analysis, Missbach skillfully applies transit
migration to examine the asylum seekers’ lived experience.

This book will be a useful resource for rights advocacy groups. It is less
likely to find favor with policy-makers, who remain convinced that they have
struck a reasonable balance between the treatment of transit migrants and
security concerns. Missbach attempts to accommodate this standpoint in the
chapters that provide a perspective from above on the ‘semi-protection’ ser-
vices provided to transit migrants. She also acknowledges the security con-
cerns that transit migrants generate in Indonesia and neighboring countries
like Australia. But as Missbach argues, however, it is very difficult to justify
the injustice and suffering incurred as a result of the limitations of the inter-
national system; this book is an important guide to the consequences of this
failure.

Troubled Transit, then, should be mandatory reading for those interested in
learning about the hardships transit migrants in Indonesia go through before
they arrive in a third country. Missbach shows how life in transit is character-
ized by ‘poverty, insufficient protection, unemployment and social exclusion’
(p.18). Any ongoing response to this situation should seek to mitigate and
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remedy these excesses while keeping in mind evidence-based conclusions
about security concerns. An attempt to balance these two legitimate endeavors
does not always have to be a zero sum game.

Wayne Palmer
Bina Nusantara University

Itaru Nagasaka and Asuncion Fresnoza-Flot (eds) Mobile Childhoods in
Filipino Transnational Families: Migrant Children with Similar Roots in
Different Routes. Palgrave Macmillan: Basingstoke, 2015, 268 pp.: ISBN 978-
1-137-51514-8, eBook $79.99/$100.00 (hbk)

The book, Mobile Childhoods in Filipino Transnational Families: Migrant Children
with Similar Roots but Different Routes, enriches the robust literature on Filipino
migration and youth studies in highlighting the ways that the 1.5 gener-
ation—those children who have spent their childhood years in the
Philippines prior to migrating, either with parents or after their par-
ents—experience simultaneous mobilities, negotiate identities and construct
complex and varied encounters in a new country.

Theirs is not simply a movement from one national and cultural space to
another, but a simultaneous movement from one stage of the life course to the
next. The 1.5 generation go through life transitions while crossing cultural
boundaries and dealing simultaneously with various issues: the tensions of
family reunification; the stress of forging new social networks; the constraints
of a new school system and a different language or accent; and an often tepid
reception by the host society. Their narratives of resistance and assertion show
these children to be agents and to exercise agency—they negotiate their
mobility despite not making the migration decision themselves.

Reconstructing the initial migration experience

Each of the chapters cover either recent countries of immigration such as Italy,
France, Australia and Japan, or long-standing countries of immigration, such
as the USA and Canada, allowing comparative insights to be made on the
experiences of migrant children as these relate to their socio-economic and
demographic backgrounds in the Philippines; the migration trajectory of their
parents and correspondingly, theirs; and the political and cultural context of
the receiving country.

An area of comparison involves the ways that the 1.5 generation recon-
struct the period immediately after migration. Despite having similar migra-
tion paths, respondents in Italy emphasized difficulties in relational and social
adjustments much more so than their counterparts in France. A reason could
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